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 General Waiver 

 

 
Action 
 

SUBJECT 
 

Request by 163 local educational agencies to waive Education Code 
(EC) Section 51224.5(b), the requirement that all students graduating 
in the 2003-04 year be required to complete a course in Algebra I (or 
equivalent) to be given a diploma of graduation (waiver for 12,728 
seniors.) 
 
Waiver Number: (see attached list of districts) 
 

 Consent 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

  Approval    Approval with conditions    Denial  
 
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION 
At the January 2004 State Board of Education (SBE) meeting, a waiver request was 
considered from the Santa Cruz City Schools pertaining to a provision of law enacted in 
2001, that became operative in 2003-04, requiring students to complete Algebra I (or its 
equivalent1) as a condition of receiving a high school diploma.  In March 2004, the SBE 
approved a Waiver Policy for Algebra1, Number 04-01.  This policy now allows the 
attached waivers meeting certain conditions and reviewed by the Executive Director of 
the SBE to be presented on the consent calendar.   
 
SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES 
Attached is a spreadsheet which lists the 163 local educational agencies (LEAs) who 
have requested the Algebra I Graduation requirement be waived to award diplomas for           
12,728 students who are otherwise qualified students in the Class of 2004, and lack 
only the completion of Algebra I.   LEAs have also provided proof that they have notified 
the students and parents class of 2005 of this requirement and that they understand the 
SBE does not intend to consider consent waivers of this type in the future. 

The list of LEAs includes information about whether or not the district knew about the 
graduation requirement for Algebra, whether or not most seniors were notified of the 
requirement, the category of students who needed the waiver and the number of 
seniors for whom a waiver is requested for the 2003-2004 school year. 

The LEAs have certified that all students are currently enrolled in a course to meet the 
standards of Algebra I, and that students are being encouraged to complete the course.  
If the completion of this course in algebra is the only graduation requirement that is 
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1 Education Code Section 51225.4(b) specifies in effect that students must complete the content of 
Algebra I, which may be in the form of a specific course by that name or a series of integrated 
mathematics courses (typically also including the content of Geometry and Algebra II). Where these 
guidelines use the term “Algebra I,” the broader meaning just described is intended. 
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missing, these students will be allowed to receive a diploma for graduation.  Information 
about the reasons these students need the waiver, and a list of the approved students 
by student identifier have been reviewed and are in the CDE Waiver Office. 

Authority for Waiver: Education Code (EC) Section 33050 
 
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): various   
 
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one):  various 

 Neutral                        Support                      Oppose 
 
 
Public hearing held on date(s): Dates provided on each individual waiver. 
 
Local board approval date(s): Dates provided each individual waiver. 
 
Advisory committee(s) consulted: Dates provided each individual waiver.    
 
Period of request:  All waivers are for the 2003-2004 school year only 
 
FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE) 
There is no statewide fiscal impact if these waivers are approved. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
Consent Item: Backup materials, waiver request forms and supporting documents are 
not available for web viewing but are available for inspection in the Waiver Office. 
 
    
 
 
 
 



Algebra I Waiver - Summary District Information 1

District Name Known of Prev. Notice Comply Seniors Needing This Waiver No. of
Waiver No. Statute to most 2004 to all Reg. Alt. Ed. Spec. Ed Adult Ed. seniors

Change seniors Conditions
Alvord USD yes yes yes x x x 98
Waiver No: 81-4-2004

Amador COE yes yes yes x 17
Waiver No: 125-3-2004

Anderson Union HSD yes yes yes x x x x 60
Waiver No: 67-4-2004

Antelope Valley JUHS yes no yes x x 150
Waiver No: 64-4-2004
Counseling Errors

Arcadia USD yes yes yes x x x 39
Waiver No: 151-3-2004

Azusa USD yes yes yes x x x x 232
Waiver No: 57-4-2004

Beaumont USD yes yes yes x x x 19
Waiver No: 137-3-2004

Berkeley Unified SD yes yes yes x x 13
Waiver No: 85-4-2004



Algebra I Waiver - Summary District Information 2

District Name Known of Prev. Notice Comply Seniors Needing This Waiver No. of
Waiver No. Statute to most 2004 to all Reg. Alt. Ed. Spec. Ed Adult Ed. seniors

Change seniors Conditions

Black Oak Mine USD yes yes yes x x x 14
Waiver No: 43-2-2004

Bonita USD yes yes yes x x x 71
Waiver No: 176-3-2004

Brea Olinda USD yes yes yes x 10
Waiver No: 156-3-2004

Butte COE yes yes yes x 51
Waiver No: 100-4-2004

Calexico USD yes yes yes x x x 111
Waiver No: 130-3-2004

Calipatria USD yes yes yes x 2
Waiver No: 51-3-2004

Campbell Union HSD yes yes yes x x x 156
158-3-2004

Capistrano USD yes yes yes x x x x 238
Waiver No: 131-3-2004

Carpinteria USD yes yes yes x x 33
Waiver No: 39-3-2004



Algebra I Waiver - Summary District Information 3

District Name Known of Prev. Notice Comply Seniors Needing This Waiver No. of
Waiver No. Statute to most 2004 to all Reg. Alt. Ed. Spec. Ed Adult Ed. seniors

Change seniors Conditions
Centinela Valley UHSD yes yes yes x 40
Waiver No: 95-4-2004

Central Unified SD yes yes yes x x x 161
Waiver No: 63-4-2004

Ceres Unified SD yes no yes x x x x 139
Waiver No: 48-4-2004

Chaffey Joint UHS yes yes yes x x x x 608
Waiver No: 75-4-2004

Chawanakee USD yes yes yes x 3
Waiver No: 134-3-2004

Chico USD yes yes yes x x x 75
Waiver No: 68-4-2004

Chino Valley USD yes yes yes x x 179
Waiver No: 50-3-2004

Chowchilla Union HSD no no yes x 5
Waiver No: 49-3-2004

Claremont Unified SD yes yes yes x x x x 64
Waiver No: 71-4-2004



Algebra I Waiver - Summary District Information 4

District Name Known of Prev. Notice Comply Seniors Needing This Waiver No. of
Waiver No. Statute to most 2004 to all Reg. Alt. Ed. Spec. Ed Adult Ed. seniors

Change seniors Conditions
Coachella Valley USD yes yes yes x x x 120
Waiver No: 180-3-2004

Colton Joint USD yes yes yes x x 32
Waiver No: 172-3-2004

Colusa USD yes yes yes x x x 12
Waiver No: 98-4-2004

Coronado USD yes yes yes x 7
Waiver No: 62-3-2004

Cotati-Rohnert Park USD yes yes yes x x x 14
Waiver No: 147-3-2004

Culver City USD yes yes yes x x x 38
Waiver No: 150-3-2004

Davis Joint  USD yes yes yes x x x 26
Waiver No: 60-3-2004

Del Norte USD yes yes yes x x 32
Waiver No: 189-3-2004

Dixon Unified SD yes yes yes x x x x 42
Waiver No: 3-4-2004
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District Name Known of Prev. Notice Comply Seniors Needing This Waiver No. of
Waiver No. Statute to most 2004 to all Reg. Alt. Ed. Spec. Ed Adult Ed. seniors

Change seniors Conditions
Downey Unified SD yes yes yes x x x 10
Waiver No: 78-4-2004

Duarte USD yes yes yes x x 24
Waiver No: 38-3-2004

Dublin USD yes yes yes x 22
Waiver No: 52-4-2004

East Side Union HSD yes yes yes x 294
Waiver No: 104-3-2004

Emery Unified SD yes yes yes x 5
Waiver NO: 84-4-2004

Escalon Unified SD yes yes yes x 12
Waiver No: 185-3-2004

Eureka City USD no no yes x x x 78
Waiver No: 19-4-2004
Counseling Errors

Fallbrook Union HSD yes yes yes x x x 58
Waiver No: 35-4-2004

Fall River Jt. USD no no yes x x 21
Waiver No: 35-2-2004



Algebra I Waiver - Summary District Information 6

District Name Known of Prev. Notice Comply Seniors Needing This Waiver No. of
Waiver No. Statute to most 2004 to all Reg. Alt. Ed. Spec. Ed Adult Ed. seniors

Change seniors Conditions
Ferndale USD yes yes yes x 2
Waiver No: 87-4-2004

Fillmore USD yes yes yes x x 13
Waiver No: 12-4-2004

Fontana USD yes yes yes x x x 78
Waiver No: 70-4-2004

Fortuna Union HSD yes yes yes x x 30
Waiver No: 112-3-2004

Forest Charter School yes no yes x 9
Waiver No: 173-3-2004

Fremont USD yes yes yes x x x 134
Waiver No: 139-3-2004

Fullerton Jt. Union HSD yes yes yes x x x x 348
Waiver No: 159-3-2004

Galt Joint Union HSD no no yes x x x 30
Waiver No: 66-4-2004
Were not aware of change and did not notify students

Grossmont Union HSD yes yes yes x x 24
Waiver No: 84-3-2004



Algebra I Waiver - Summary District Information 7

District Name Known of Prev. Notice Comply Seniors Needing This Waiver No. of
Waiver No. Statute to most 2004 to all Reg. Alt. Ed. Spec. Ed Adult Ed. seniors

Change seniors Conditions
Grant Joint Union HSD yes yes yes x x 19
Waiver No: 27-4-2004
Only special education students

Hacienda-La Puente USD yes yes yes x x x x 77
Waiver No: 69-4-2004

Hayward Unified SD yes yes yes x x x x 350
Waiver No: 96-3-2004

Irvine Unified SD yes yes yes x x x 33
Waiver No: 76-4-2004

Julian Union HSD no no yes x 3
Waiver No: 34-4-2004

Kern High SD yes yes yes x x x x 897
Waiver No: 42-4-2004

Kings COE no no yes x x x 14
Waiver No: 111-3-2004

Konocti Unified SD yes yes yes x x 34
Waiver No: 36-4-2004

Lake Elsinore USD yes yes yes x x x 306
Waiver No: 133-3-2004



Algebra I Waiver - Summary District Information 8

District Name Known of Prev. Notice Comply Seniors Needing This Waiver No. of
Waiver No. Statute to most 2004 to all Reg. Alt. Ed. Spec. Ed Adult Ed. seniors

Change seniors Conditions
Lake Tahoe USD yes no yes x x x 101
Waiver No: 46-4-2004
Modifications made to class schedules and courses after November 2003

Lemoore Union HSD yes yes yes x 3
Waiver No: 187-3-2004

Linden High SD yes yes yes x x 24
Waiver No: 13-3-2004

Livermore Valley JUSD yes yes yes x x 66
Waiver No: 44-4-2004

Las Virgenes USD yes no yes x 27
Waiver No: 58-4-2004

Los Alamitos USD yes yes yes x x 45
Waiver No: 126-3-2004

Los Angeles COE yes yes yes x x x 53
Waiver No: 4-4-2004

Los Banos USD yes yes yes x x x 51
Waiver No: 88-3-2004

Los Gatos-Saratoga HSD yes yes yes x x 10
Waiver No: 174-3-2004
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District Name Known of Prev. Notice Comply Seniors Needing This Waiver No. of
Waiver No. Statute to most 2004 to all Reg. Alt. Ed. Spec. Ed Adult Ed. seniors

Change seniors Conditions
Madera USD yes yes yes x x x x 253
Waiver No: 59-4-2004

Manteca Unified SD yes yes yes x x x x 67
Waiver No: 82-4-2004

Mariposa County USD yes yes yes x x 16
Waiver No: 113-3-2004

Merced Union HSD yes yes yes x x 13
Waiver No: 18-4-2004

Milpitas USD yes yes yes x x x 41
Waiver No: 8-4-2004

Modoc COE no no yes x 4
Waiver No: 13-4-2004

Montebello USD no no yes x x x x 269
Waiver No: 40-3-2004

Moreno Valley Unified yes yes yes x x 258
Waiver No: 148-3-2004

Morongo Unified SD yes yes yes x x x 31
Waiver No: 65-4-2004
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District Name Known of Prev. Notice Comply Seniors Needing This Waiver No. of
Waiver No. Statute to most 2004 to all Reg. Alt. Ed. Spec. Ed Adult Ed. seniors

Change seniors Conditions
Mt. Diablo USD yes yes yes x x x x 182
Waiver No: 49-4-2004

Napa Valley USD yes yes yes x x x 79
Waiver No: 49-2-2004

Natomas USD yes yes yes x x x 52
Waiver No: 155-3-2004

Nevada Joint UHSD yes yes yes x x x x 53
Waiver No: 31-4-2004

Newark Unified SD yes no yes x x x 28
Waiver No: 15-4-2004

Newman-Crows Landing yes no yes x x x 8
Waiver No: 190-3-2004

No. Humboldt UHSD yes yes yes x x x x 17
Waiver No: 21-4-2004
Mostly Adult School Students

Novato USD yes yes yes x 2
Waiver No: 72-4-2004
Special Ed. Students Only
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District Name Known of Prev. Notice Comply Seniors Needing This Waiver No. of
Waiver No. Statute to most 2004 to all Reg. Alt. Ed. Spec. Ed Adult Ed. seniors

Change seniors Conditions
Oceanside USD yes yes yes x 9
Waiver No: 186-3-2004
Special Ed. Students Only

Ojai Unified SD yes yes yes x x 15
Waiver No: 33-4-2004

Orange COE yes yes yes x x x 301
Waiver No: 177-3-2004

Orange Unified SD yes yes yes x x 84
Waiver No: 79-4-2004

Oroville Union HSD yes yes yes x x x x 240
Waiver No: 86-3-2004

Oxnard Union HSD yes yes yes x x 65
Waiver No: 165-3-2004

Pajaro Valley USD yes no yes x x x x 53
Waiver No: 73-4-2004

Palm Springs USD yes yes yes x x x x 111
Waiver No: 77-4-2004

Palos Verdes Penn. USD yes yes yes x x 22
Waiver No: 32-4-2004
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District Name Known of Prev. Notice Comply Seniors Needing This Waiver No. of
Waiver No. Statute to most 2004 to all Reg. Alt. Ed. Spec. Ed Adult Ed. seniors

Change seniors Conditions
Paramount USD no no yes x x 47
Waiver No: 60-4-2004

Parlier USD yes yes yes x 1
Waiver No: 16-4-2004
Counselling Error

Paso Robles JUSD yes no yes x x x 41
Waiver No: 37-4-2004

Patterson Joint USD yes yes yes x x x 24
Waiver No: 98-3-2004

Perris Union HSD yes yes yes x x x x 148
Waiver No: 46-2-2004

Petaluma Joint HSD yes yes yes x x 10
Waiver NO: 86-4-2004

Pittsburg USD yes yes yes x x x x 107
Waiver No: 10-4-2004

Placentia-Yorba Linda USD yes yes yes x x 23
Waiver No: 53-3-2004

Placer Union HSD yes yes yes x x x x 131
Waiver No: 166-3-2004
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District Name Known of Prev. Notice Comply Seniors Needing This Waiver No. of
Waiver No. Statute to most 2004 to all Reg. Alt. Ed. Spec. Ed Adult Ed. seniors

Change seniors Conditions
Pleasanton USD yes yes yes x x x 14
Waiver No: 58-3-2004

Pomona Unified SD yes yes yes x x 55
Waiver No: 62-4-2004

Porterville USD yes yes yes x x x x 169
Waiver No: 47-2-2004

Princeton Joint USD yes yes yes x x x 5
Waiver No: 179-3-2004

Ramona USD yes yes yes x x x x 25
Waiver No: 152-3-2004

Reef-Sunset USD yes yes yes x 7
Waiver No: 83-4-2004

Rialto USD yes yes yes x x x x 156
Wiaver No: 191-3-2004

Riverbank USD no no yes x x 33
Waiver No: 169-3-2004

Rocklin USD yes yes yes x x x 6
Waiver No: 132-3-2004



Algebra I Waiver - Summary District Information 14

District Name Known of Prev. Notice Comply Seniors Needing This Waiver No. of
Waiver No. Statute to most 2004 to all Reg. Alt. Ed. Spec. Ed Adult Ed. seniors

Change seniors Conditions
Roseville Joint UHSD yes yes yes x x x x 169
Waiver No: 143-3-2004
All enrolled - taking Algebra 1

Sacramento City USD yes yes yes x x x 52
Waiver No: 145-3-2004

Sacramento COE yes yes yes x x x 11
Waiver No: 8-4-3004
Lots of mobility, hard to make sure students met requirements

San Bernardino City USD yes yes yes x x x x 58
Waiver No: 61-4-2004

San Diego COE yes yes yes x 13
Waiver No: 157-3-2004

San Dieguito UHSD yes yes yes x x 68
Waiver No: 56-4-2004

San Jose USD Yes Yes Yes x x 22
Waiver No: 63-2-2004

San Juan Unified SD yes yes yes x x x x 215
Waiver No: 5-4-2004
Lack of access to 7th and 8th grade curriculum
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District Name Known of Prev. Notice Comply Seniors Needing This Waiver No. of
Waiver No. Statute to most 2004 to all Reg. Alt. Ed. Spec. Ed Adult Ed. seniors

Change seniors Conditions
San Leandro Unified SD yes yes yes x x x 27
Waiver No: 22-4-2004
One regular student. Thought requirement was postponed with CAHSEE

San Luis Coastal USD yes yes yes x x 22
Waiver No: 170-3-2004

San Mateo Union SD yes yes yes x x 57
Waiver No: 17-4-2004

San Rafael HSD yes yes yes x x x 30
Waiver No: 1-4-2004

San Ramon Valley USD yes yes yes x x 14
Waiver No: 74-4-2004

Santa Monica-Malibu USD no no yes x x 9
Waiver No: 23-4-2004

Santa Paula Union HSD yes yes x
Waiver No: 87-3-2004

Shasta COE yes yes yes x x 15
Waiver No: 181-3-2004

Shasta Union HSD yes yes yes x x x x 70
Waiver No: 136-3-2004
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District Name Known of Prev. Notice Comply Seniors Needing This Waiver No. of
Waiver No. Statute to most 2004 to all Reg. Alt. Ed. Spec. Ed Adult Ed. seniors

Change seniors Conditions
Sierra Sands USD yes no yes x x x x 108
Waiver No: 37-2-2004

Sierra Unified SD yes yes yes x 26
Waiver No: 61-3-2004

Silver Valley USD yes no yes x x x 12
Waiver No: 182-3-2004

Simi Valley USD yes yes yes x x x x 294
Waiver No: 26-4-2004

Soledad Unified SD yes yes yes x 10
Waiver No: 47-4-2004
All special education

Southern Humboldt USD yes yes yes x x 2
Waiver No: 175-3-2004

Southern Trinity JUSD no no yes x x 3
Waiver No: 24-4-2004

Stanislaus COE yes yes yes x x 82
Waiver No: 50-4-2004

Strathmore Union HSD no no x x x 29
Waiver No: 97-3-2004
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District Name Known of Prev. Notice Comply Seniors Needing This Waiver No. of
Waiver No. Statute to most 2004 to all Reg. Alt. Ed. Spec. Ed Adult Ed. seniors

Change seniors Conditions
Surprise Valley Joint USD no no yes x 1
Waiver No: 60-2-2004
One student out of entire class of 2004

Sweetwater Union High SD yes yes yes x 325
Waiver No: 20-4-2004

Travis USD yes yes yes x x x 26
Waiver No: 57-3-2004

Ukiah USD Yes Yes yes x x x 26
Waiver No: 48-2-2004

Vacaville USD yes yes x x 166
Waiver No: 123-3-2004

Valley Center-Pauma USD yes yes yes x x 38
Waiver No: 39-3-2004

Vallejo City USD yes yes yes x x x 103
Waiver No: 171-3-2004

Ventura County Supt. yes x x 61
Waiver No: 1-3-2004

Ventura Academy, Charter yes no yes x x 10
Waiver No: 114-3-2004



Algebra I Waiver - Summary District Information 18

District Name Known of Prev. Notice Comply Seniors Needing This Waiver No. of
Waiver No. Statute to most 2004 to all Reg. Alt. Ed. Spec. Ed Adult Ed. seniors

Change seniors Conditions
Ventura Unified SD yes yes yes x x 5
Waiver No: 11-4-2004
All Special Education Students

Walnut Valley USD yes yes yes x x x 45
Waiver No: 142-3-2004

Wasco Union HSD yes yes yes x x x 64
Waiver No: 138-3-2004

Washington USD yes no yes x x x x 298
Waiver No: 53-4-2004

West Contra Costa USD yes yes yes x x x x 224
Waiver No: 107-3-2004

Western Placer County yes no yes x x x 34
Waiver No: 80-4-2004

Wheatland Union HSD yes yes yes x x 8
Waiver No: 43-4-2004

Whittier Union HSD yes yes yes x x x x 225
Waiver No: 2-4-2004
Per Rich Russell, all students on list just failed to pass Algebra 1 previously 4-2-04

William S. Hart Union HSD yes yes yes x x 13
Waiver No: 127-3-2004
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District Name Known of Prev. Notice Comply Seniors Needing This Waiver No. of
Waiver No. Statute to most 2004 to all Reg. Alt. Ed. Spec. Ed Adult Ed. seniors

Change seniors Conditions
Willits USD yes yes yes x 2
Waiver No: 140-3-2004

Yosemite Union HSD yes yes yes x x x 26
Waiver No: 149-3-2004

Yuba City USD yes yes yes x x x x 82
Waiver No: 41-4-2004

Yucaipa-Calimesa Jt. USD yes no yes x 37
Waiver No: 97-4-2004

TOTAL 12728
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